CHAPTER XV
EAST AND WEST, 1100-1155.   THE SECOND
CRUSADE
f • "VHE First Crusade in its inception had been a religious The after-
I war for the recovery of the Holy Places of Jerusalem. JJjJ of tbe
A This it had achieved and, moreover, the road to the crusade
Holy Land was now in Christian occupation. The offensive
of the Western Christians against the Eastern Moslems had
been successful; the task they had before them was to defend
what they had won. So far it seems a normal part of the
ordinary story of Christianity versus Islam, of conquest and
reconquest. But there is an important difference. What
the Latins had recovered was territory that had formerly
been Greek. The Eastern Empire was not concerned with
Palestine, which had been lost to it for centuries. But Syria
had only recently been lost, and in this, especially in Antioch,
it was deeply interested. When the crusaders were at Con-
stantinople, it had been agreed that Palestine should be
theirs, while Syria should be restored to Greek suzerainty.
Alexius, though he failed in his promise to assist in the capture
of Antioch, regarded the creation of Bohemond's principality
as a shameless breach of the bargain. Therefore it was not
Moslems alone, but Eastern Christians as well, who were
trying to recover what the Western Christians had won.
The Latin States were the bone of contention. The Greeks
wanted to recover Syria, the Fatimites to recover Palestine,
the Seljuks to recover both Syria and Palestine. Naturally
there was no co-operation between them; and the lack of
unity among their foes was still one of the chief assets of the
Westerners. On the other hand, their own lack of unity was
their most serious cause of weakness. And where they were
at one, in their aggressive Westernism, which was evinced both
ecclesiastically and politically, they only widened the breach
with their Eastern co-religionists. Instead of the simple
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